
Full Name: Kaye H. Bryant 

E-mail Address: khb37@att.net 

Phone Number: 662-234-7994 Home 

662-801-3112 Cell 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 

What do I love about St Peter’s? I love the people, working side 
by side with people doing God’s work. During the Eucharist I 
remain on my knees praying for each person as they come to the  
altar and thanking God for each one. It is such a vital part of my communion. I love the quite of the Sanctuary 
when no one but God is there and I can kneel and pray. I love the noise of children running in the halls on 
Sunday mornings and the afternoons of Leapfrog; the noise of people gathered for a meal or celebration. I love 
the respect and assurance we offer families when we bury our dead. I love the music as our organ swells under 
Steve’s tender touch and our choir lifts their voices in praise and when Irwin’s violin seems to evoke my very soul.  
I love the welcome from Calvin’s hug to Janet’s smile and Kara’s sweet greeting, from Jody’s warmth, Penny’s sweet 
calm and Jennifer’s steady service, all making me feel embraced. I love the building old and shabby that it is.          
I love the history of all those who have sheltered and worshipped there. This is where my babies and grand babies 
were christened. This is where my daughter was married; this is where the funerals for Bob Towery and Buford 
Bryant were held. I feel the spirits of those gone before us as well as the debt we owe to preserve it. I love the 
outreach, serving the needy at the Pantry, welcoming the newcomer, reaching out to the prisoner, seeking 
reconciliation, caring for those who are ill or in any need, being the hands and feet of Jesus. Now I especially love 
having Julie and Bud Fanton and Bobby and Lisa Towery attend church with me and so very grateful for the 
prayers for Patrick Towery during his time in Afghanistan. 

As the song says, “these are a few of my favorite things” and that only skims the surface. 

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and skills will you bring 
to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 

My background is in business with a Marketing Major in college. I am a retired Real Estate Broker with a 
specialty in commercial property, farm and timber land. I manage large tracts of planted timber, a family trust and 
act as property manager for my rental properties. I presently serve on the Mayor’s Trust Committee with   
oversight of the 30 million dollar investment of the City. I have served on the Vestry and as Senior Warden 
during a tumultuous time of transition. During my years here (since 1958) I have taught Junior High School 
Sunday School, served on Altar Guild, directed the Nativity Pageant, driven for Leapfrog, served at the pantry, 
served on Newcomers, with Lynn Wells put on the very successful Fun In The Country, started Bread Breakers a 
racial reconciliation group, served on discernment committee, served as Lector and Usher, served on Search 
Committee, served on audit committee, attended Tuesday Bible Study, attended Everyday Sisters and now 
facilitate the Contemplative Study Group and am a part of the Prison Ministry. I have served on too many other 
committees to mention but needless to say I have been a part of the fabric of this church. I think I can bring 
history, knowledge, passion and abiding love to the Vestry. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you? 

I am a part of the Prison Ministry. We travel to Parchman the first Saturday of each month (when permitted) to 
have Eucharist with the prisoners. We also do Lessons and Carols each Christmas Season. This ministry gives us 
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far more than we give to it. I am on the Newcomers Committee that seeks to welcome the visitor and the seeker 
to our midst. I am active as both Lector and Usher. I participate in Foyers. I have been a part of the group 
reading parts of the Bible together. I have served as co-chair of Advanced Giving for the Capital Campaign. I 
pushed to replace our old van with one that is handicap capable. Getting people to church is a great concern of 
mine. I am active in the Cursillo movement in our church and group each week. I was a one-woman committee 
to collect gifts, food and necessities for the NATO soldiers in Afghanistan. Thanks to overwhelming response, I 
shipped well over 40 boxes. 

I want to resurrect Bread Breakers. This is a group I started that met each month in a public restaurant to do 
nothing but break bread and get to know each other one on one. We had people from many churches and made 
lasting friendships that crossed racial, religious, and social lines. I think it can again be a truly productive means 
of racial reconciliation. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. We also have a 
retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday afternoon, January 19. 
Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be necessary. Are you able to commit to this 
schedule? Is there anything you know of that would interfere with your commitment? 
Yes, I am ready and willing to attend all meetings and the retreat. 



  Full Name: Olivia Dale 

E-mail Address: oliviardale@gmail.com Phone Number: 

662-801-1096 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 
I love how the members care for one another. Often it has the 
feel of a large extended family. During the births of my children 
and the loss of my mother my St. Peter’s family swooped in and 
made me feel so supported. 

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and skills will you 
bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 
I think I could provide opinions reflective of the many young families in our church. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you? 
I attend Connections on Wednesday nights, my children and I participate in the Brookdale ministry, and I have 
taught Sunday school to third and fourth graders. Pastoral care has always interested me because I have been on 
the receiving end of it, and I know how important it is. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. We also have a 
retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday afternoon, January 19. 
Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be necessary. Are you able to commit to 
this schedule? Is there anything you know of that would interfere with your commitment? I can commit to this 
schedule. The only interference for me would be out of town soccer tournaments on the weekends and 
vacations during spring break and the summer when my kids are out of school. 
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Full Name: Amber Gray 

E-mail Address: amberTgray@gmail.com 

Phone Number: (662) 312-0258 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 
I love St. Peter’s mission statement to share the love of 
Christ that transforms lives. I love that at St. Peter’s we learn 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus and that there is action 
associated with that and not just words. I love that all are 
welcome here and that we acknowledge the brokenness of 
all. 
We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and skills 
will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 

I am committed to growing our branch of the Jesus movement. My particular gifts will probably 
lend to the work of in-reach ministries. The continued ministry to women in our parish remains a 
priority for me, but it is also on my heart to begin discerning how we can minister to young men 
and young couples at St. Peter’s. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you? 

The ministry with which I am I most involved is Connections, which I lead weekly during the 
normal programing year. I also serve as a Lay Eucharistic Minister, a member of the Newcomer’s 
Committee, a substitute Sunday school teacher, and a Parish Team Leader for the capital 
campaign. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. 
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19. Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary. Are you able to commit to this schedule? Is there anything you know of that would 
interfere with your commitment? 

I am able to commit to this schedule. 
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Full Name: Kirk Lovejoy 

E-mail Address: kirklovejoy@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 662-607-2982 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 

My journey to St. Peter’s started with an 
Episcopalian explain the meaning of the phrase “If 
God is love then love is holy.” Even though it took me 10 years before attending, I never forgot that 
story. The St. Peter’s community continues to teach me how to grow in God’s love and grace 
through the weekly services, outreach ministries, and Cursillo, all of which I am eternally grateful. 
Also, 167 years ago, 20-30 people made the decision to build a church that has given me this 
opportunity and I would like to do my part to help maintain and grow their church so later 
generations have the same opportunity as I. 

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and skills 
will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 
Over the last year and a half as Chairman of the Ushers Guild, we have made several 
improvements to the Guild: a new usher’s handbook, established a 3-person committee, increased 
the number of volunteers, and created an usher’s prayer and mission statement for the committee. 
During the 20+ years that I was in the Hospitality Industry, I helped manage the opening of several 
restaurants, some from the ground up, and served as the production manager of a pork 
slaughter/processing facility to market products that I helped develop. Through that time, I  
learned how to work within a budget, organize multiple different processes as well as work closely 
with government organizations, both state and federal. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you? 
Chairman of the Ushers Guild, Rise and Shine, and Brotherhood of St. Peter’s Jail Ministry. 
Helping those that are victims of child abuse. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. 
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19. Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary. Are you able to commit to this schedule? Yes. 
Is there anything you know of that would interfere with your commitment? No. 
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Full Name: Claude Donald (Don) Martin 

E-mail Address: doncat1850@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 678 920 2426 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? It acts as a 
refuge for me from daily life and provides a 
sanctuary where God becomes real. It’s also a place 
that provides the opportunity to interact with a 
diverse group of people that share the desire to learn more about God’s word and how to better 
prioritize him in my life. St. Peter’s congregation has a very responsive clergy and loving people that 
support and look out for each other as they have like needs and a genuine affection for each 
other. My attendance and participation challenges me to be a better person and to be more Christ 
like in my daily life outside of church. The St. Peter’s experience is uplifting for my soul and 
enhances my ability to serve as an ambassador for Christ with my family, friends, and to others that 
I am associated with in the community. 

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and 
skills will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? I had a successful 40 year 
career in business. I was an Executive Vice President of a NYSE Corporation and President of 
their North American Sales Corporation. My experience included serving on the company’s 
Executive Group as well as membership on three of the company’s Joint Venture Boards. I 
believe that my leadership and management skills can be of value on the Vestry as we continue 
to make critical decisions relating to the Campaign for Growth. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you?  I 
have served as an Usher at St. Peter’s for Sunday services for several years. I’m a member of the 
Brotherhood of St. Peter’s and I’ve served as a substitute cook with the Rise and Shine Ministry. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. 
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19. Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary. Are you able to commit to this schedule? Is there anything you know of that would 
interfere with your commitment? I’m prepared to meet the scheduled and special meetings of  
the Vestry. 
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Full Name: Matthew M. Moore 

E-mail Address: mmoorepllc@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 662-234-9804/662-816-5677 

What do you love about St. Peter’s?  

What’s not to love?  It’s been our Church home for twenty years 
now and our fellow members make us feel like family. Our 
community outreach is also something that we are proud of.     

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s.  What gifts and skills 
will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 

I am a practicing Attorney here in Oxford and have been doing so since 2002.  The focus of my 
practice deals primarily with real estate development and transactional work, both commercial and 
residential, and I believe my experience could be helpful to the Vestry as we begin the development 
and renovation of our Church facilities.  

What ministries are you currently involved with? 

I am currently on a  Parish Capital Campaign Team. 

 What new ministries might energize you? 

Working with the Homebound ministries and reaching out to those that may be unable to attend 
services due to physical and/or mental disabilities.   

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30.  
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19.  Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary.  Are you able to commit to this schedule?    Yes.  

 Is there anything you know of that would interfere with your commitment? No. 



Full Name:  James Robert Rigby, Jr. (aka J.R. Rigby) 

E-mail Address:  jr.rigby@gmail.com 

Phone Number:     662-202-7777  

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 

Jesus. 

And the few hundred individuals, some of whom I am fortunate to call 
friends, through whom he makes himself known at St. Peter’s and in the 
world.    

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s.  What gifts and 
skills will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 

I never know how to answer this sort of question about skills and gifts… I have experience working 
in committees and in team settings over a range of contexts including research, managing 
engineering projects, serving on a rector search committee (Church of the Holy Family, Chapel Hill, 
NC), and serving on committees for the City of Oxford. I enjoy the work, and the find the issues 
that arise in the church community compelling. I think my contributions often tend toward helping 
the group identify the central issues around a particular problem or question, to identify constraints 
and where there is room to be creative, and to offer multiple ways of looking at an issue. I am 
analytical by nature, and I have also spent a lot of time studying and reflecting on the sacramental 
life of the church and how that reframes daily life and problem solving.  

What ministries are you currently involved with?  What new ministries might energize you? 

In the past I was active in the Brotherhood of St. Peter serving as spiritual director (2 yrs) and as 
president (1 yr), and I have led/taught adult forums in the Parish Hall on Sunday mornings. While 
active in life at St. Peter’s I am not currently involved in any specific ministry. The Rise & Shine 
breakfasts have been of interest to me since participating in the early planning discussions about the 
ministry but the scheduling has been challenging for me with young children. I am particularly 
interested in Christian ed and formation for adults and college students.  

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30.  
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19.  Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary.  Are you able to commit to this schedule?  Is there anything you know of that would 
interfere with your commitment? 

My only known conflict is on January 19 as we have already made arrangements for my daughter’s 
birthday party on that morning.  



Full Name: Mary Douglas Vance 

E-mail Address: mdavance1933@att.net 

Phone Number: 601-832-6510 

What do you love about St. Peter’s? 

Since Ralph and I moved to Oxford from Jackson six years ago, St. 
Peter’s has been our rock. From the first time we worshipped here, 
we could feel the warmth and sincerity of the congregation. We were welcomed, embraced and 
encouraged to be a part of this active, compassionate faith community. We have particularly 
enjoyed participating in Foyers. Sharing an evening and delicious meal, especially with those who 
attend different services than we do, is very special. 

We are entering into a period of significant change and growth at St. Peter’s. What gifts and skills 
will you bring to the shared work of the Vestry during this time? 

If elected to the Vestry, I will strive to do all that I can with the gifts and skills I have been given to 
help navigate St. Peter’s through this period of growth and change. 

What ministries are you currently involved with? What new ministries might energize you? 

I am a member of the choir, attend Tuesday morning Bible study, the Contemplative Study group, 
Vacation Bible School, Pastoral Care, Rise ’n Shine and Altar Guild. I am looking forward to 
attending Cursillo in March. 

The Vestry is currently scheduled to meet on the 4th Tuesday of every month from 6:00 to 7:30. 
We also have a retreat scheduled in Oxford from Friday afternoon, January 18 through Saturday 
afternoon, January 19. Additional committee work and specific Vestry assignments will also be 
necessary. Are you able to commit to this schedule? Is there anything you know of that would 
interfere with your commitment? 

Nothing that I know of at this time. 
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